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World Teachers Day (WTD)
Conference 6 to 7 October, Paris
education specialists from around
the world and meet
potential funders for AIMSSEC
bursaries for teachers.

His Highness Sheikh Hamdan Bin Rashid Al Maktotum, Deputy Ruler
of Dubai, Minister of Finance of the UAE with Ms Irina Bokova,
Director-General of UNESCO to his right.

AIMSSEC is a winner of the 2012
UNESCO-Hamdan prize; the prize
winners for 2014 were SOS Children’s Villages from Madagascar,
Oxfam Novib (ONL), Education
International from Belgium and
ProEd Foundation from Panama.
The prize giving ceremony was
held in Paris on 7 October 2014;
AIMSSEC was represented by
Dr Barrie Barnard. Academic
Manager.
To elevate the prestige of the

award internationally the ceremony was held in Paris. According
to Dr Barnard, attending the
prize giving ceremony was a
valuable experience and a huge
inspiration to continue AIMSSEC’s
role as providers of professional
development for mathematics
teachers from rural areas in
South Africa. At the ceremony,
Dr Barnard had an opportunity to
meet the 3rd cycle winners of the
Hamdan Award, to engage with
high ranking researchers and

“Rise up for Africa”
Benefit Concert
On 27 September 2014, a benefit
concert was held at the All Saints
Haggerston Church in Hackney,
London; led by Caroline Ainslie
and Riana Avis. It was an inspiring evening where guests were
treated to the wonderful voices
of the Adventist Vocal Ensemble,
a UK based choir which has performed over 200 songs on national UK television.
Reverend Rose agreed to host
the benefit concert at All Saints
Church. AIMMSEC was delighted

that the reverend agreed to
attend the concert in person.
Reverend Rose is Speaker's
chaplain to the House of Commons, priest vicar at Westminster
Abbey and chaplain to the
Queen. AIMSSEC thanks them
profoundly for their continued
support.
Further information can be
found at http://
thebaobabway.com/projectcomes-together/

The ceremony coincided with the
World Teachers Day (WTD)
conference, held from 6 to 7 October 2014. The sessions presented at the WTD conference provided greater insight into the latest
knowledge and trends in education and highlighted the
“Advocacy toolkit for teachers to
provide quality education”.
AIMSSEC’s involvement with the
UNESCO-Hamdan Award over the
last three years has been truly
inspiring. This latest ceremony in
Paris has inspired AIMSSEC to
further commit itself in providing
quality teacher training programmes as well as to share the
organisation’s experiences with
other AIMS centres in Africa,
namely: AIMS Ghana, AIMS
Cameroon, AIMS Senegal and
AIMS Tanzania”.
Dr Barrie Barnard
AIMSSEC Academic Manager
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StatsSA and AIMSSEC
outreach work
On 2 and 3 October 2014, AIMSSEC
participated in mathematics
workshops for the children of
Statistics South Africa staff members at the company’s head office
in Cape Town. The workshops
were part of StatsSA’s “Bring a
child to work day” and engaged
the children in exciting problem
solving activities.

While the foundation phase
learners identified geometric
shapes and designed houses,
the intermediate phase learners
took part in a competition based
on mathematical quizzes and
crossword puzzles. The senior
and FET phase learners also
solved higher order mathematical
puzzles, and each learner had a
chance to make a cube entirely
from paper!

Supporting distance learning
through telematic broadcasts
The Advanced Certificate in Education
course which is currently run by
AIMSSEC is presented through face-toface lectures, monthly assignments,
year-end examinations and telematics
broadcasts.
AIMSSEC lecturers broadcast four
telematics sessions throughout the year
to provide ACE students with an opportunity to work together in groups, to

share problem solving skills and most
importantly to engage in problematic
topics as identified by the AIMSSEC
lecturers when marking the monthly
assignments. During the telematics
sessions, students watch the broadcasts
from designated areas and they can
send questions and responses to the
lecturers via sms. Students are also
provided with worksheets based on the
topics discussed during the telematics

session; and at the end of the session,
students send the completed worksheets to the lecturers for marking.
The third telematic broadcast for this
year was held on 16 August 2014 at
Stellenbosch University and broadcast in
Mthatha, East London, Port Elizabeth
and Queenstown. Data handling and
probability were the main topics discussed across the three phases. The
fourth and final session for the year was
held on 13 September 2014, and the
main focus was examination preparation. All topics covered throughout the
year were discussed during this session.

Our very important admin team!
Najwa Chellan and Virgenia Davidson
are manning the administrative section
of AIMSSEC. Najwa joined AIMSSEC in
2010 as an Administrative Officer
focussing on recruitment of teachers
for residential courses, processing
assignments and general administration
functions which include liaising with
international tutors and building
relationships with tutors and teachers.

Virgenia joined AIMSSEC in 2012 as the
Office Manager focussing on improving
administration processes including
maintenance of key accounts, funder
portfolios as well as building and
maintaining relationships with the
relevant stakeholders.
Najwa and Virgenia are key to keeping
the AIMSSEC wheels oiled and moving.

“Although it is a challenging task to run the administrative
duties of a teacher training institution like AIMSSEC; it is
rewarding to organise the professional development courses
that have a direct impact on the next generation.”
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Design research: working with
teachers to develop a toolkit
FaSMEd is a Science in Society
Collaborative Project funded
by the European Community.
The FaSMEd project consists
of eight member countries
including South Africa which
is represented by AIMSSEC.
One of the key activities of
the international FaSMEd
project is to develop a toolkit
for teachers; the toolkit is
intended to help teachers
to use formative assessment
more effectively in their
classrooms. The toolkit is
developed together with
teachers, in iterative cycles.
Each cycle is informed by
lesson observation and feedback from teachers who use
the toolkit.
AIMSSEC’s researchers, Marie
Joubert and Ingrid Mostert,
are making a very significant
contribution to the interna-

tional toolkit. They are also
drafting the first South African
version of the toolkit, which
will be ready for use by
January 2015. Marie and
Ingrid recently attended a
consortium meeting in Turin,
Italy where they presented
the work they have done so
far in developing the toolkit.
On 30 October 2014 FaSMEd
held a meeting for all teachers
interested in taking part in
the project. Participating in
a research project represents
significant professional development for the teachers and
FaSMEd welcomed everyone
who was interested to take
part in the project.
More information about the
FaSMEd project can be found
at: http://fasmedaimssec.
wordpress.com/

The toolkit consists of three
main sections; in the first
there are classroom activities
for teachers, in the second
there are diagnostic tests for
both teachers and learners
which can be used to assess

Pan Africa Conference on Teacher
Education and Development
The Pan African Conference on
Teacher Education and Development
(PACTED) in conjunction the with
the Organisation Internationale de la
Francophonie, International Task
Force on Teachers for EFA and
UNESCO held a workshop in Lome,
Togo from 2 to 4 September 2014.
Ms Lindiwe Tshuma represented
AIMSSEC at the workshop to share
with other Pan African countries
the work being done by AIMSSEC
in disadvantaged communities of
South Africa in introducing new
skills to the teaching and learning
of mathematics.

Mathematics, Science and Technology
Education in Africa (CEMASTEA)
based in Nairobi, Kenya. AIMSSEC
and CEMASTEA were the only two
agencies present at the workshop
that promote the teaching and
learning of mathematics in African
countries.

During the discussion of the
post-2015 Agenda; participants
unanimously requested for literacy
to be added to the list of PACTED
roadmap’s objectives because
in most African countries the
Language of Learning and Teaching
(LoLT) is usually not the learners’
AIMSSEC’s activities were highlighted mother tongue. As a winner of
during the review of improving
the UNESCO-Hamdan Bin Rashid
performance in science, mathematics Al-Maktoum Prize for outstanding
and technology to meet labourpractice and performance in
market demand which focusses on
enhancing the effectiveness of
improving performance in science,
teachers (2012) and a current
maths and technology. During the
member of PACTED; AIMSSEC will
session, AIMSSEC shared ideas with
greatly benefit from the inclusion
representatives from the Centre for of the objective that focusses on
literacy.

what the learners know; and
in the third there is professional
development material for
teachers. More information
can be found on
http://fasmedtoolkit.
wordpress.com/
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Inquiry based learning
From the 14 to 18 October 2013,
AIMSSEC participated in an InquiryBased Science Education (IBSE)
training session held in Johannesburg.
As a follow up to this initial training,
the AIMSSEC team participated in a
workshop presented by Anne Lejeune
from La main à la pâte (LAMAP); on

21 October, 2014. The workshop
focused on inquiry based learning to
develop science teaching in primary
schools. It was an enriching experience to be engaged in a workshop
that is aligned to AIMSSEC’s learnercentred approach to teaching and
learning mathematics.

The AIMSSEC team attempts to balance a 500ml bottle of water using the least possible number of A4 sheets of paper.

New staff
Please join AIMSSEC in welcoming two new staff members: Iain Carson and
Macdonald Chapwanya.

Iain Carson joined AIMSSEC on
1 September 2014 as a teaching
assistant. Having recently completed
his master’s degree in mathematics,
statistics and operational research at
the University of Warwick in England,
United Kingdom, Iain decided to share
his mathematical expertise with
AIMSSEC.

MacDonald Chapwanya joined AIMSSEC
on 1 November 2014 as an IT Coordinator.
MacDonald had been working for Teach
South Africa as a Mathematics Ambassador at Masiyile High School where he
taught grade 9 to 12 mathematics since
2010. With a background in IT and Engineering and a passion for mathematics,
MacDonald is excited to be part of the
AIMSSEC team that will pioneer technology inspired teaching and learning.

“The most striking thing about this institution is the variety
of our work, with many different projects taking place
simultaneously; be it planning, preparation, marking
teachers’ assignments or working with IT systems. I find it
incredible that the small AIMSSEC team has such an impact
on teachers and their classes far and wide, right across South
Africa. I am looking forward to being part of this innovative
team as AIMSSEC goes from strength to strength!” Iain Carson

Sharing a
professional
learning
experience
Spending a month with the
AIMSSEC team, working on the
Probability and Statistics part of
the CAPS curriculum, was a really
enjoyable experience for me. It
has been great to work with the
team on residential courses,
which I have been doing since
January 2006, but there is no
time then for calm reflection
on our approach to topics.
During my time in Muizenberg
in September 2014, I led workshops for the AIMSSEC team, to
introduce the approach which
Professor David Spiegelhalter,
University of Cambridge, and
I have trialled in the UK. These
workshops were part of working
on a new look at the South
African curriculum, first for the
MT23 course, and then for a stand
-alone course which we hope
to introduce in July 2015, and
for any new ACT courses in the
future.
Jenny Gage, Cambridge, UK

